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ENGLISH LANGUAGE EXAM 

 
Leer el texto siguiente con atención, al menos dos veces, y responder después, en lengua inglesa y en una hoja de 
examen aparte, las cinco preguntas formuladas. Disponéis de una hora. En las preguntas 1 y 5 tratar de evitar la 
reproducción literal del original. 
 
Llegiu el text següent amb atenció, almenys dues vegades, i responeu després, en llengua anglesa i en un full 
d'examen a banda, les cinc preguntes formulades. Hi disposeu d'una hora. En les preguntes 1 i 5 tracteu d'evitar la 
reproducció literal de l'original. 
 
Volcanoes 

 
Haroun Tazieff, the Polish scientist, spent his lifetime studying active volcanoes and deep caves in all parts 

of the world. In 1948, he went to lake Kivu in the Congo to observe a new volcano which he later named Kituro. 
Tazieff was able to set up his camp very close to the volcano while it was erupting violently. He was a very brave 
man. 

Although he managed to take a number of brilliant photographs, he could not stay near the volcano for very 
long. He noticed that a river of liquid rock was coming towards him. It threatened to surround him completely, but 
Tazieff managed to escape just in time. This time, he was lucky. 

He waited until the volcano became quiet and was able to return two days later. This time, he managed to 
climb into the mouth of Kituro so that he could take photographs and measure temperatures. Tazieff has often 
risked his life in this way. He has been able to tell us more about active volcanoes than any other man alive. 

 
 
Questions 
 
1. State in your own words what the author means when he says: "Although he managed to take a 

number of brilliant photographs, he could not stay near the volcano for very long."  (2 marks) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Say in each case whether the statement is true or false according to the text. Write T or F. If the 

answer is not mentioned in the text, mark it as false.  (2 marks) 
 

a) Kituro was an ancient volcano when Tazieff arrived to lake Kivu.     _____ 
 
b) He returned to the volcano in 1950.       _____ 
 
c) Tazieff’s research is not too relevant for the scientific community.  _____ 
 
d) Tazieff studied active volcanoes during ten years.    _____ 
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3. These words are found in the text: alive, quiet, to surround, to manage, camp, to observe, deep, to 
spend, close, to return, to escape, to set up. Choose the ones that mean the same as the following: 
(2 marks) 

 
      a) near    ________________ 
 
      b) to establish   ________________ 

 
c) to run away   ________________ 
 
d) to come back   ________________ 

 
4. Choose a, b or c after each statement below. Only one answer is correct. (2 marks) 
 

1. The person who named Kituro was  ... 
a) Kivu. 
b) Tazieff. 
c) someone from the Congo. 

 
2. Tazieff brought a  ... 

a) rock to sleep comfortably. 
b) camera to take pictures. 
c) photograph to show a Polish colleague. 
 

3. Tazieff was not a …. 
a) scientist. 
b) coward. 
c) volcano. 
 

4. Haroun Tazieff climbed ... 
a) a staircase. 
b) into the mouth of the volcano. 
c) in a nice photograph he had in his pocket. 

 
 

5. Answer the following questions: (2 marks) 
 
a. What is your personal opinion about people like Haroun Tazieff? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. Should a scientist risk his/her life? Why? Why not? 
 


